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What is commercial usage?

1. Use of CCP4 by protein crystallography groups in pharma and biotechnology towards the development of company products is clearly commercial usage.

2. Companies doing structure solution on a contract basis for universities or for other pharma are in general considered to be for-profit and require a commercial licence.
3. Companies may be partners in an academic grant, the results of which are to be put in the public domain. If this is the only work they need a licence for, then they may qualify for an academic licence. It should be stressed to them that the licence is only for the academic work, and only for the duration of the grant.

4. Academic groups may take on crystallography work for a company. This is for-profit work, and they require a commercial licence.

5. Companies may request a licence via a 3rd party. The licence agreement must remain between STFC and the original company. Negotiate directly if possible.
Rules for subsidiary sites

1. Subsidiary sites of a company are charged a reduced rate. A site is a distinct geographical location. There may be more than one site in any particular country. The licence is good for all people/machines on that site.
2. Remote access from home for users who ordinarily work at a licensed site is allowed.

3. Remote access from a second company site is not allowed. The second site should obtain a subsidiary licence.

Synchrotron usage

1. Companies collecting data may use CCP4 provided they have a CCP4 licence at their home lab.

2. If the synchrotron is charging for beamtime, then that is for-profit and they require a commercial licence. We have sometimes allowed a reduced fee, but that is to be discouraged.

Other considerations

1. Companies pay an annual licence fee. There is no other way for them to have or to use the suite.  Companies cannot use old versions if they no longer have a licence.

2. The licence fee is to develop and enhance the suite. It does not confer ownership on the company. 

3. The fee is set by WG1 on which several companies are represented. CCP4 will not discuss the fee with individual companies, there are no special deals no one offs and no discounts or trials.

4. Companies must take a licence for at least 12 months.

