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Updating the CCP4 Website: Phases III and IV

Phase III: update content

Now that we have transitioned to the new layout scheme this phase is concerned with improving the content of some of the pages, specifically:

· People pages: need an overhaul

· Commercial usage page: needs rewriting

· Download “gateway” page (download.php): needs some refactoring to make the link to the latest version and to the pre-release area

· Prerelease: needs to be made more prominent somehow

· Contact CCP4: should have its own page

· Useful Links page: should this be removed?

· Help & Support  (“problems pages”): need to restructure these

These might need some work on pages that also link to them.
People Pages

A number of things to address:

· Formatting of boxes containing staff and developers can get a bit askew if the browser window is narrow

· The names of the people should be in bold or strong text

· The “homepage” link shouldn’t be displayed if there is no actual URL (see e.g. Garib)

· The actual data should be checked for each person

· The page generated by clicking on “More contact details” for each person needs to be made a bit nicer:

· Instead of “Here are my details, the person’s name should be displayed in a larger font

· Again, where data is not available it should not be shown

· The details for each person also need to be checked.

Commercial Page

This should be completely revised to state that CCP4 is available for commercial use but is not free, and that commercial companies should contact us at ccp4-admin AT dl.ac.uk in order to find out more.

Contact Page

We currently don’t have a contact page. This simply needs to be something that gives our address and preferred contact details, although we could also add e.g. pictures of the tower, and/or the group.

Downloads “Gateway” Page

This is very busy and cluttered right now. My experience with other sites and software packages is that generally I want to shortcut to the download of the latest version as quickly as possible.

I would suggest the following changes:

· Move the “historical versions” to their own page and link from the gateway page in their own section.

· Add a “button” or highlighted section that says “Download CCP4 6.0.2 now”.
· Add a prominent link below this to licensing and to the pre-release area.

· Add links out to a separate FTP page.

Prerelease Pages

We need to make these more prominent and useful, but I’m not sure how at the moment. Are there other sites that distribute software like we do? E.g. Microsoft or Apple doing “add-ons”?

Ronan suggested that we say something like “It’s hot but you might get your fingers burned”, which I like as a phrase.

Useful Links Page

I don’t believe that people come to CCP4’s website to look for useful links. I think that this page should be archived. It might be worth linking to other projects such as SHELX, ARP/wARP and so on though.

Help and Support Pages

I haven’t thought much about this – Francois’ and others’ input would be useful for these. The question again is: what do people look for on these pages, and how would they find it? Can we restructure to make this easier?

Phase IV: new functionality

This is concerned with adding some new functionality, for example:

· RSS feed & autogenerated “news” page: these would be alternative ways to alert people to updated software etc.

· Automatically populating the “CCP4 Software Suite” news box from a file.

Need to think about this some more – it’s a way off yet.
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