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Background

The CCP4 webpages look dated and are hard to navigate. This project is an attempt to modernise the appearance and improve ease of use, while at the same time also improve the underlying HTML code by moving to a more “standards-based” approach using semantic markup and stylesheets.

The mock-up redesign is at http://www.ccp4.ac.uk/peter/junk/CCP4_REDESIGN/
The material changes are:

· New header file which lives in “includes” directory

· New stylesheet which lives in “styles” directory

· Tickertape function:

· Javascript and supporting PHP code for tickertape function lives in “scripts” directory

· Data for tickertape function lives in “data” directory

· PHP code for dealing with jobs and news functions live in “scripts” directory

Making the changes

The changes are divided in a number of different phases, each of which concentrates on updating a particular aspect of the pages.
Phase I: Groundwork
In this phase the aim is to migrate existing pages to a new look by using a new banner and by referencing a stylesheet to apply colours and styles to the pages. The starting point is to build up the required components by creating the updated main page.
General

1. Copied redesigned main page to main area as alt-index.php – you can access it as http://www.ccp4.ac.uk/alt-index.php 
2. Made “styles” directory and put ccp4.css into it. This provides the styling information to applied to the pages that reference it.
Banner and navigation bar:

3. Made “includes” directory and put CCP4header.php into it. This provides the code for the “unstyled” banner and navigation bar.

4. Added the navigation bar background gifs to the “images/navbar/” directory

5. Added the protein structure image gif to the “images/banner/” directory

Tickertape news:

6. Added the tickertape Javascript code tickertape.js into “scripts” directory
7. Added ticker.php into “scripts” directory
8. Created “data” directory and copied ticker.txt into it. This will be the source of the text supplied to the ticker function from now on.
Funding body logos:
9. Copied STFC and BBSRC logos into “images/logos” directory
Google search options:

10. Copied the SearchGoogle.html code into “includes” directory – this provides the text and search box.
Vacancies, Courses and PX News:

11. Copied courses.php to “scripts” Note that courses data is expected to be in the file courses/courses.db
12. Copied monarchlib.php to “scripts”: this is common code shared between the vacancies and px news generators.

13. Copied vacancies.php and news.php to “scripts”.
Phase I is completed (7th April 2008).

Phase II

Aim here is to update all pages that link from the main CCP4 page and which share the banner, to use the new banner and stylesheet.
For each page the following changes need to be made:

1. Doctype declaration

Add a doctype declaration at the head of the document (i.e. before the <html> element:

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01 Transitional//EN" "http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/loose.dtd">
2. Favicon and stylesheet links

Within the <head>…</head> block add the links to the icon and stylesheets:
<link rel="SHORTCUT ICON" HREF="/images/icon_www.jpg" />

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="styles/ccp4.css" />

Nb the stylesheet path might need to be modified for pages not in the root CCP4 directory.
3. Banner and navigation bar
After the <body> tag include the code to generate the banner and navbar:

<?PHP

include("includes/CCP4Header.php");

?>

Nb the directory path might need to be modified for pages not in the root CCP4 directory.

4. Page title

The text for the page title needs to be wrapped in <h1>…</h1> tags, e.g.:

<h1>About CCP4</h1>

5. Page body

The “page body” (i.e. everything after the page title) should be enclosed within a <div> block, e.g.:

<h1>About CCP4</h1>

<div class="pageBody">

…

…

…

</div>

</body>

</html>

(This is used by the stylesheet to put margins around the page content, whereas the banner, navigation bar and page title – which are not part of the “pageBody” class – stretch the full width of the browser window.)
6. Remove inline markup

Most pages already have some inline markup, for example:

<body bgcolor="#FFCC66" vlink="#660000" link="#005A7B">

or 

<center><b><font size="+5">About CCP4</font></b></center>

These need to be removed as they override the properties defined in the stylesheet. So the above examples should become:

<body>

and

<h1>About CCP4</h1>

respectively.

As an example: there is an updated version of the “about.php” page called “alt-about.php”, which can be compared with the original to see these changes.

The following pages need to be updated in this way:

	Pages referenced from the updated main page

	Page content
	Name
	Associated pages

	About CCP4
	about.php
	

	CCP4 Projects
	ccp4_projects.php
	

	Downloads
	download.php
	

	Documentation
	docs.php
	

	Courses
	ccp4course.php
	

	Developers
	dev/main.php
	dev-bb.php, ccp4onnt.php, cvsaccess.php, html_guide.html, index.php, main2.php

	People pages
	staff/people.php
	doc.php, mydetails.php, people.php, test.php

	Prerelease
	prerelease_page.php
	prerelease_page-6.0.1.php, prerelease_page-6.0.2.php

	Licensing
	ccp4license.php
	

	Problems page
	problems.php
	

	General problems
	problems/general-probs.php
	

	Reporting problems
	reportaprob.php
	

	Bulletin boards
	ccp4bb.php
	

	Archives
	archives.php
	

	Newsletters page
	newsletters.php
	

	Working Group minutes
	wg/index.php
	

	Commercial page
	commercial/main.php
	


	Pages not referenced directly from the updated index page

	Page content
	Name
	Associated pages

	CCP4i main page
	ccp4i_main.php
	

	?
	ccp4oldnews.php
	

	?
	downlink.php
	

	?
	index_ticker.php
	

	?
	links.php
	

	?
	pastvotes.html
	

	?
	submitlink.php
	

	?
	xindex.php
	

	?
	xlinks.php
	


There may be others; also some of the pages listed above may no longer be pertinent and could be removed.

How should we go about actually doing the update?

I can think of at least two approaches: 

· Create a set of “alt-*” pages, where each existing page has an analogous updated page.

· Update each page “in situ”, and don’t worry about having a short-lived situation where there is a mixture of “old” and “updated” versions of each page.

How this is to be done is an open question right now.

Phase III: update content
This needs to be done once we have completed the transition to the new scheme, and is concerned with improving the content of some of the pages.

· People pages: need an overhaul
· Commercial usage page: needs rewriting
· Download “gateway” page (download.php): needs some refactoring to make the link to the latest version and to the pre-release area

· Prerelease: needs to be made more prominent somehow

· Contact CCP4: should have its own page

These might need some work on pages that also link to them.
Phase IV: new functionality
This is concerned with adding some new functionality, for example:

· RSS feed & autogenerated “news” page: these would be alternative ways to alert people to updated software etc.
· Automatically populating the “CCP4 Software Suite” news box from a file.

Need to think about this some more – it’s a way off yet.
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